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Anglo-Saxons raid 
English shores and are 

beaten back by the 
Romans 

Romans leave England 
and English shores are 

unprotected 

Arrival of Jutes from Jut-
land, Angles from South 
of Denmark and Saxons 

from Germany 

Saxons, from          
Germany, settle in 

Kent 

Seven Kingdoms are 
created across Britain 

St Augustine brings 
Christianity to Britain 

from Rome and       
becomes Archbishop 

of Canterbury 

Northumbria            
becomes the Su-

preme  Great King-
dom 

 

General Knowledge 

 

 

Who were the Anglo-Saxons? - The Angle, Saxon and Jute 

people are known as the Angles and Saxons. The Angles and 

the Saxon tribes were the largest of three attacking tribes 

and so we often know them as Anglo-Saxons. They shared 

the same language but were ruled by different strong warri-

ors. They were warrior-farmers and came from north-

western Europe. They began to invade Britain while the Ro-

mans were still in control. They loved fighting and were very 

fierce.  

Religion- In Roman Britain many people had been Christians. 

But the early Anglo-Saxons were not Christians, they were 

pagans. After the Romans left, Christianity  continued in  

places where Anglo-Saxons did not settle, like Wales and the 

west. However, when the Anglo-Saxons came to Britain, they 

brought their own gods and beliefs with them. Over time 

their beliefs changed, and many Anglo-Saxons were           

converted to Christianity. 

Houses- The Anglo- Saxons did not understand the Roman 
ways and would not live on their towns, so the villas, streets 
and baths were soon forgotten. Roman houses were made of 
brick or stone and had a tiled roof. They even had glass in 
their windows and under-floor heating. Saxon houses were 
huts built from wood and had straw roofs. The windows were 
slits called eye holes and had no glass. 

 

Famous Figures 
Alfred the Great Born in the village of Wannating. Protected 

the kingdom against Vikings.  

Athelstan Athelstan was an Anglo-Saxon king, who is 

often thought to be the Anglo-Saxon king 

from 924 to 927 and the King of England 

from 927 to 939.  

St. Bede Born in Monkton, Durham, his most famous 

work was ‘Historica Ecclesiastica Gentis An-

glorum’. He is known as the ‘greatest of all 

the Anglo-Saxon Scholars. 

Aethelfaed The eldest child of King Alfred. She was 

thought to have been a strong, independent 

lady. She was married to Aethelred, and 

when he passed she became the Lady of 

Mercia 

Edward the Confessor The son of Ethelred II. He became King in 

1042 and much of his reign was peaceful 

and prosperous. He passed away in 1066. 

St Augustine The first archbishop of Canterbury who was 

sent from Rome to England to bring Christi-

anity to the Anglo-Saxons. 

Key Vocabulary 
Mercia A former kingdom of central England. It was es-

tablished by invading Angles in the 6th Century 

AD. 

Kingdom A country, state or territory ruled by a King or 

Queen. 

Wessex (kingdom of) The kingdom of West Saxons, established in 

Hampshire in the early 6th Century.  

Lindisfarne A small island off the coast of Northumberland. 

Linked to the mainland by a causeway exposed 

only at low tide. Also called Holy Island. 

Christian Christians are people who believe that Jesus Christ 

is the Son of God, and follow his teachings. 

Monastery A building or buildings occupied by a community 

of monks living under religious views.  

Tribes A social division in a traditional society consisting 

of families or communities linked by social, eco-

nomic, religious, or blood ties. Usually has a lead-

er 

East Anglia A region of eastern England consisting of the 

counties of Norfolk, Suffolk and parts of Essex and 

Cambridgeshire. 

Northumbria An ancient Anglo-Saxon kingdom in North-Eastern 

England extending from the Humber Estuary to 

the River Forth. 

Jurassic Period                   
200 million years ago 

Stone Age– Iron Age  
(13,300 BC—43 AD) 

Ancient Egypt 
(3,100 BC—30 BC) 

Ancient Greece 
(3,000 BC—146 BC) 

Roman Britain 
(753 BC– 410 AD) 

Anglo-Saxons &     
Vikings 

(410 AD– 1066 AD) 

Medieval Period 
( 1066 AD—1485 AD) 

Tudor Briitain 
(1485 AD— 1603 AD) 

Victorians 
( 1837—1901) 

World War 2 
( 1939—1945) 
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