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ith the current concern over

statewide competency test

ingin elementary schools, it
s not surprising that much of the
emphasis in reading classes is on
“getting back to basics.” Nor is it
surprising that more _parents are
becoming actively involved in their
children’s education. These parentsare
recognizing that they play an integral
part in their children’s reading
instruction and are requesting help in
choosing skill to teach and methods
that they can employ at home. Parents
of gifted children are especially
concerned about going beyond the
minimum levels of competency that are
required by the elementary schools.
This article is one response to the often
asked, seldom answered question,

Guide to Creating

Reader

“What can 1do for my gifted child since
he already seems to be a very fine
reader?”

CREATIVE READING

One skill area that is often neglected in
the classroom is creafive  reading,
Creative reading is an area of
comprehension that goes beyond
simply remembering what is read.
Torrance (1979) defines the creative
reader as one who is sensitive to gapsin
information, to problems and missing
elements. The creative reader feels a
need to fillin these gaps by forming new
relationships from what is read,
redefining and transforming elements
to discover new uses and build onto
what is already known.

When a child reads creatively, the
information is synthesized, problems
are solved, and predictions are made.

‘The child uses materials supplied by the
author 1o create something new from
what is read. Children develop new
insights and make discoveries about
their world

Creative reading is a skill area that
promotes growth by stretching the
childs imagination while reinforcing
basic reading skills. Literal
comprehension skills are utiized to
gather facts. Inferential and_critcal
comprehension skills are used to find
existing relationships and make
judgments about their validity. The
information gained through these basic
comprehension skl is then used by
the reader to form new relationships
and products that go beyond the
author's original text. I this way it is a
suitable skill to_teach the beginning,
struggling, or more advanced reader.

Parents are in a very good position to
promote creative reading. They do not
have to work within the confines of a
basal reader series and it is not an area
that requires special training to teach,
as is phonics. In addition, creative
reading activiies take place in a game
like_atmosphere where free-wheeling
and fun-oving interaction between the
chid and parent are encouraged
Expensive_equipment and elaborate
preparation are unnecessary as the
best actiities are often the simplest.
Spontaneity and playfulness are assets
t0 any creative activity, so relax and
enjoy children’s adventures with them.

ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE
CREATIVE READING

By having children relate whatis read
0 their own experiences, try 1o picture
what they read in the story, go begond
what is written to new situations, look
deeper into what they read, ask
questions about what they do_ not
understand, look at the familiar in
unfomilier ways, and feel what is
happening with all of their senses,
parents can improve their children’s
ability to read creatively.

Picture what is read

1. Drawing pictures about what is
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