
Our Active planet 

Key Vocabulary 

Magma 
 Magma is the molten or semi-molten   natural 

material from which all igneous rocks are 
formed.  

Eruption  
 An eruption is an explosion of steam and lava 

from a volcano.  

Plate tecton-
ics  

 Plate tectonics is a scientific theory        describ-
ing the large-scale motion of seven large plates 
and the movements  

Epicentre 
 The point where an earthquake or an   under-

ground explosion originates.  

Seismic 
waves 

 

 Seismic waves are waves of energy that travel 
through the Earth's layers, and are a result 
of earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, magma 
movement, large landslides  

Vibration  
 Vibration means quickly moving back and forth 

(or up and down) about a point of equilibrium.  

Tsunami  
 A tsunami or tidal wave is a series of waves. 

Earthquakes, volcanic eruptions. 

 

Useful Websites and Books 

Poems from a Green and Blue Planet.                 http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/earth/volcano.html   

Our Planet.                                                            http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/mountains/volcanoes.html 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/mountains/volcanoes.htm

